Hillshorough County’s Top Code Enforcement Violations

In 2006, the Hillsborough County Code
Enforcement Department issued 13,041
violations inunincorporated Hillsborough
County, citing avariety of community
standards, public health and public safety
Issues. Theseviolationscanleadtofines
and, in extreme cases, foreclosure on your
home. They a so affect the appearance and
safety of our community. So, it isimportant
that you know about the Codesand
Ordinancesthat affect your property.

To helpyou learn moreabout theseissues,
we have put together alist of themost
common violationsthat werecited last year
and an explanation of the Code or Ordi-
nancethat they relateto.

N\
#1: Junk, Trash & Debris
Otherwise known as: All the stuff that belongs
inthé dump, but never seems to make it there.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat itis
apublic nuisancefor any owner or occu-
pant to alow the accumulation, abandon-
ment or storage of trash, rubbish or junk
on privateor public property. These
conditionsaffect public hedthandresultin
dangerousand unsanitary conditions.

N\

#2: Inoperable Vehicles
Otherwise known as. Uncle Larry's "classic"
ruck’{motor not included).

Hillsborough County Code statesthat
Inoperablevehiclesmay not bekeptin any

residential-zoned area. It referstoany
vehiclethat isin an abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, scrapped, junked or partially-
dismantled conditionwhichincludeshaving
uninflated tires, nowhedls, or lacking other
parts necessary for the normal operation of
thevehicle. Additiondly, thissincludesany
vehiclethat, because of mechanical defects, a
wrecked or partially wrecked frame or
dismantled parts, cannot be operatedina
normal and safe manner.

N\

#3: Overgrown Conditions
Otherwjse known as. When you cannot see Uncle
arrys "classic" truck because the grassis too

tall. *Refer to violation #2.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat grass
and weedshigher than 10inchesin height
within 200 feet of any building, recreationa
areaor street right-of-way isnot allowed.
N\

#4: Improper Use: Commercial

Vehicles

ise known as: When your front yard
becomes an all-night truck stop.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat trucks
or traillerswith the capacity of morethan one
ton and made by the manufacturer to be used
for commercia useare not allowed to be
parked on aresidential-zoned property.

\I{%
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#5: Fence Violations
Otherwise known as: When your property |ooks
ike afortress because of the barricade around it.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat fences
may not exceed four feetinthe"required"
front yard, or six feet on thesideand rear
yard. It must be constructed of materialsthat
are consi stent with the neighborhood and of
commonly-used materials(no scrap metal or
other offensvematerial). Barbedwireor
other materia whichmay inflict painorinjury
arenot alowedinresidential zones.

N\

#6: \IZmIow Violations

Otherwise known as: Just because the neighbor's
i e the window, doesn't mean you don't
have to fix it.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat every
habitableroom of adwelling must have at
least onewindow, skylight or glassdoor
facing directly outdoors. Windowsmust open
and closefreely and bein good repair and
westher-tight.

B3
#7: Vehicles: Improper Storage

of Paris

ise known as: Parts that belong on uncle
Larry's "classic" truck laying all around the yard.
*Refer to violation #2.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat auto-
mobile, truck, boat or aircraft partswhich are
stored outside, exposed to the elements, and
not otherwise under aroof, are not alowed
on aresidential-zoned property.

N\
#8: Lack of or Improper Use of
Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter

GFCl) Outlets
Remember, unless you want a " permanent”
permanent, always use GFCI's.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat el ectri-
ca outletsneed ground fault circuit interrupter




(GFCI) protectionwhenthey arelocatedin
bathrooms; by kitchen counters; by wet bar
sinkswithin six feet of the outside edge of the
wet bar sink; when located within twenty feet
of theinsdewall of anindoor or outdoor
pool or fountain; and onthe outside of a
building or sructure.

N\

#9: Improper Outside/Open
Storage
Otberwise known as; It'stime to build a shed if
you're going to store that much stuff. *Some
restrictions may apply.

Hillsborough County Code statesthat the
storage of materias, supplies, merchandise,
equipment and commercia vehiclesoutside
of abuildingisnot allowedinresdentia-
zoned aress.

N\
#10:\improper Use of Zone
Otherwi'se known as: A home is not a home when

you.afe operating a business out of it. * Some
restrictions may apply.

Zoning regulationsdefinethetypeand
location of businessesand hous ng throughout
the county. The major categoriesof land uses

are. commercid, resdentid, agriculturd and
mixed-use. Hillsborough County Codedoes
not alow auseon aproperty other than what
ispermitted by itszoning.

#11: Lnierior Wall Violations

Otherwige known as: Feeling the outside breezes
ide’your living room, when the window is
closed.

Hillsborough County Coderequiresthat walls
must be protected from elementsby painting
or sealing, and must beingood repair and
wesether-tight.

AN\

#1 2:£uck of Smoke Detectors

Otherwise known as: Relying on your dog or cat
you if thereisafirein your house (not a
good idea).

Hillsborough County Code statesthat opera-
tional smokedetectorsarerequired outside
all bedroom doorswithin areasonable
distance, and be mounted in accordancewith
manufacturer'singructions.

More Information About
the Code Enforcement
Depariment

The Hillsborough County Code Enforce-
ment Department enforces the County's
Minimum Housing Code, which covers
safety and livability requirements in hous-
ing. They also oversee the condemnation
and demolition of dangerous structures.
The department investigates community
standard complaints on issues such as
inoperable vehicles, rat infestation, trash
on lots, and high grass on vacant lots. In
addition, they enforce several ordinances
and regulations, such as the Graffiti
Ordinance and Security Alarm Ordinance.
Code Enforcement also oversees the
Home Rehabilitation Program, which
gives deferred or low interest loans to
eligible homeowners to make improve-
ments to their properties, when the prop-
erties do not meet the Minimum Housing
Code.

How To Contact Us

e Call us at (813) 274-6600

Visit us at 10119 Windhorst
Rd., Tampa, Florida 33619

¢ Check out our website at:
www.hillsboroughcounty.org/
® hcce.
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